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Good afternoon Senator Stillman and Representative Fleischmann, and members of the 

Education Committee. 

 

I am a teacher of 5th grade in the public school district of Wilton.  I am very concerned about 

many points contained in the education reform bill to be presented to the state senate.  One point 

of particular concern is that of teacher evaluation.  I support CEA's position that states evaluation 

should be developed collaboratively between teachers and the local school district in compliance 

with state standards.  On the same point of evaluation, I am concerned with how heavily you will 

weigh student test scores as part of a teacher's evaluation.  As you know, Connecticut is a state of 

extremes, from the wealthy areas of Fairfield County, to the perpetual urban problems of 

Hartford and New Haven.  Each district has its unique needs, just as every child in the classroom 

has different abilities.  How can we be evaluated on a "one size fits all model," when we, as 

educators, know that is not the way we would fairly evaluate our students?  As an elementary 

teacher, I have students with a very wide range of abilities sitting in my classroom 7 hours every 

day.  I know I cannot be effective if I do not address those individual needs.  One day of test 

scores would not be a fair evaluation of my teaching abilities. 

 

I urge you to carefully consider your proposals in Senate Bill 24, especially those of teacher 

evaluation.  Take some time to walk in our shoes.  You will discover teaching is more than just a 

job.  Teaching is a commitment of heart and soul, extending well beyond the eight hour work day. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


